SYLVAN
TOWN NEWS

FALL - WINTER
2017
Important Dates

November 23, 2017
Thanksgiving
November 24, 2017
Town Hall Closed
December 7, 2017
AWAIR meeting—6:45pm
Regular Town Board
Meeting - 7:00 pm
December 21, 2017
Regular Town Board
Meeting - Canceled
December 22, 2017
Town Hall Closed
December 25, 2017
Christmas

MONTHLY MEETING
SCHEDULES
Town Board Meets:
1st & 3rd Thursdays
Planning Commission
Meets:
2nd Thursdays
Pillager Lake Park
Advisory Board Meets:
As required

Road Report
Co-Road Supervisor, John Wulff
The summer of 2017 was very wet and the rainfall resulted in shoulder washouts on several
Township roads. One repair was made with a concrete curb being installed on a portion of Lower
Sylvan Road SW. If future summers are as wet additional curb systems will be considered.
Two paving projects were completed this summer. The total cost was reduced by Sylvan
Township being able to include the projects under the Cass County bidding for paving. The roads
paved were Barnett Road SW and Front Street SW. The City of Pillager also worked with Cass
County to pave Birch Street.

Fire Association Meeting
First Monday of each
month - 7:00 pm at
Pillager Fire Hall
Unless otherwise noted, all
meetings begin at 7:00 pm
at the Sylvan Town Hall.

Sylvan Town Hall
(218) 746-3652
Hours: Mon.-Fri.
8:30-12:30 pm.
1:00pm-2:30 pm
Email us at:
sylvan@brainerd.net
Website:
http://www.sylvantwp.com

This completed the long requested paving of the road to the Wildwood Cemetery. Camp Jim
Road SW is being considered for paving in 2018. The preliminary planning work is being done to
allow for bidding in early 2018.
A portion of 132nd Street SW had the cracks treated with Poly Patch. At this time the road is
much smoother. If the repairs wear well, this treatment will be used on other roads.
Throughout the winter snow and ice removal will be the focus. The snow removal policy can be
viewed or obtained at the Sylvan Town Hall or on our website at: http://www.sylvantwp.com.
The Township also plans to have some brushing of the Road Right Of Way done if the weather
conditions permit.
As always we appreciate those calls that let us know road conditions and concerns that need to
be addressed.

______________
For address changes,
contact Cass County at
218-547-7260
________________
Town Board:
Greg Booth: Chair,
Weed Inspector
John Wulff: Vice Chair,
Primary Co-Road &
Driveway
Greg Bennett:
Co-Road/Driveway &
Co-PC Liaison
Arlene Schmit
Co-Road & Driveway
Supervisor, Park
Yvette Dullinger:
Co-PC Liaison & Fire

Chairman’s Update - Greg Booth
Quite a few residents have asked about the logging operations in Sylvan Township. The logging is being done on
land owned by Minnesota Power, one of the larger landowners in the Township. The Township road supervisors
are monitoring the Township roads during the logging operations to assess any possible damage.
If you live or travel on a Cass County road, you may have noticed some weed spraying operations this past
summer. The Cass County Highway Dept. has been controlling noxious weeds in the County right-of-ways.
Landowners in the Township are also required to control weeds on the noxious weed list, which includes tansy
and spotted knapweed. Spotted knapweed is an invasive plant that can spread quickly and can be harmful to
humans and surrounding vegetation. Here is a link to a list of weeds that should be controlled in Cass County:
http://www.co.cass.mn.us/government/county_directory/environmental_services/native_plant_list/
weed_list.php
Remember, all Town Board and Planning Commission meetings are open to the public. If you have interest in a
specific topic, or just want to keep up on Township business, you’re welcome to attend any of these meetings.
It’s your grassroots government.

One Earth Recycling
Hi, I’m Noah Brogle, a high schooler at Pillager with a passion for the environment. I’ve started a
curbside recycling program serving Sylvan Township to provide a much needed service to the area.
Having weekly pickup is a great way to increase recycling participation and reduce community waste.
Price is $10.00 per month, picked up every week and bins are provided. Please call (218) 513-3996 to
sign up. Checkout my Facebook page @facebook.com/oneearthrecylce
“We only have one Earth”

Park Report
by
Arlene Schmit, Sylvan Park Rep
The new pavilion and slide which were destroyed in the 2015 storm has been completed.
In the spring of 2018 we will be getting a new pier. We are looking for some ideas for the old pier
which we can sell or keep and repair it.
Next year we are hoping to put electricity in the pavilions.

Planning Commission Report
By
Dave Johnson, PC Chair
The Feedlot/CAFO Ordinance has taken up a great deal of time over the past year. That Ordinance has
been passed on to the Board of Supervisors who will be voting on the draft Feedlot Ordinance at their
regular Board meeting on January 18, 2018 at 7:00 pm.
We are going back to the Sylvan Lake Park and the planning that is required to develop a green space on
the property that the Township has owned for a number of years. The property is on the east edge of
Sylvan Lake below the narrows. We started the planning with a visioning session to determine what
citizens wanted to see on the property. Out of that planning the basics desired were a landing for paddle
boards and kayaks on the lower part of the property along with an access road to the landing and a small
parking lot. Also on the priority list was a walking trail involving 2 or 3 loops from a larger parking lot and
access road. Included in that plan were some benches on top of the bluff as observation of the lake.
A more recent thought was to add a bike trail system after some of the Cuyuna Bike System developers
visited the site. While still very preliminary with no decisions made at this point, the Board will be asking
the Cuyuna leadership to present their thoughts at a future meeting.
Other discussions by the PC will be with our neighbors of Pillager, East Gull Lake, Baxter, Cass County, and
the DNR revolving around the Sentinel Landscape Project at Camp Ripley. The goals of our neighbors and
Camp Ripley could be an opportunity to cooperate and coordinate our efforts.
On occasion we have a new business in the Township that requires a Conditional Use Permit. The latest is
Full Tilt Agility which is a training center for dogs. Full Tilt is a nationally renowned training company
helping owners train their dogs for competition. The company will be starting this fall in the Sylvan
Business Park. All training will take place indoors in a state of the art training facility. We are glad to
welcome another business to the township.

Planning Commission Vacancy
The Planning Commission is seeking an applicant for a vacancy on the Planning Commission. Must have an
interest in planning Sylvan’s future and be a resident of Sylvan Township, please submit a letter of interest
at the Town Hall, 12956 24th Ave SW Pillager MN 56473.
The Planning Commission serves in an advisory role to the Town Board and spends much of their time
implementing the Sylvan Commercial Ordinance and reviewing and making recommendations to the
Town Board regarding growth and development issues. The Planning Commission meets the 2nd Thursday
of each month at 7:00 PM.

Sylvan Township
12956 24th Avenue SW
Pillager, MN 56473
Phone: (218) 746-3652
Fax: (218) 746-3612
Website:http//www.sylvantwp.com
E-mail us at
sylvan@brainerd.net

Timothy W. Norton
Deputy Sheriff – Emergency Management Coordinator
Cass County Sheriff’s Office
Minnesota summers are cherished times. People spend every warm minute they can enjoying their lakes, cabins,
sports, festivals and fairs. As the season turns to fall, and the air turns crisp, we know a Minnesota winter is soon on
the way, and as we get out the gloves and boots, it’s time to refresh our winter safety knowledge and skills - and get
prepared.
That’s why the Minnesota Department of Public Safety division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management
(DPS-HSEM) in collaboration with the National Weather Service, sponsors the annual “Winter Hazard Awareness
Week” public information campaign each year. The campaign kicks off in early November with Winter Hazard
Awareness Week, and continues through the season on the website with updates, timely facts and tips. The web
links address some of the most common topics. Each page contains tips, fact sheets, data and links to additional
resources. Refer to these pages throughout the season, and check back for updates and added resources
The HSEM Winter Weather Safety website at: hsem.dps.mn.gov offers additional information, checklists, and
resources to assist in local education efforts throughout the season. We encourage people, families, businesses, and
organizations to use the information to review, refresh and share their winter safety knowledge and habits.

